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26TH MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT COMPLETED AN 18-DAY, EVENT-PACKED TRAINING EXERCISE THIS WEEK. THE 2,200 MARINES AND SAILORS CONDUCTED REALISTIC URBAN TRAINING, OR RUT, AT FORT A.P. HILL, VIRGINIA.
MEU MARINES PULVERIZED TARGETS DURING MANY LIVE FIRE EXERCISES. 
Nat Sound: rack and gunfire

THE ART AND SCIENCE OF COMBINED ARMS IS TO MAKE THE ENEMY CHOOSE BETWEEN PRECISE FIRE FROM THE GROUND OR WAIT FOR DESTRUCTION TO THROUGH INDIRECT OR HELICOPTER WEAPONS FIRE.
Nat Sound: gunfire and explosion

LANCE CORPORAL ANDREW BOWSER, A TEAM LEADER WITH BATTALION LANDING TEAM 3/8 SAID THE EXERCISE BROUGHT MUCH OF HIS PAST TRAINING TOGETHER.
"The training we're doing here is probably the most important training we've done so far in the workup for this MEU. To get out here and to practice the skills that we've been learning in the classroom has been very beneficial to the Marines here."
CULTURAL AWARENESS PUT THE "URBAN" IN REALISTIC URBAN TRAINING. IN ADDITION TO COUNTER-INSURGENCY EXERCISES, THE MARINES SAID THEY LEARNED A GREAT DEAL INTERACTING WITH NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING ROLE PLAYERS AT A MOCK VILLAGE.
SECOND LIEUTENANT ANDREW CROCKER, A PLATOON COMMANDER WITH B-L-T 3/8 SAID THE CULTURAL TRAINING BENEFITED ALL HIS MARINES.

"What we like to do is have the Marines talk to them, kind of find out what their problems are, as I'm talking to the village elder. That way we can come back, and we can debrief and talk amongst ourselves and figure out what are some serious issues that this village is dealing with right now."
MARINES AND SAILORS ALSO CONDUCTED RAIDS AT TRAINING AREAS IN   CHARLOTTESVILLE AND TAPPAHANNOCK, VIRGINIA. THESE EXERCISES WERE A RARE OPPORTUNITY TO EXECUTE SAFE, CONTROLLED TRAINING IN AN UNFAMILIAR URBAN ENVIRONMENT.
TO THANK THE LOCAL COMMUNITY FOR THEIR PATIENCE DURING THE TRAINING, 26TH MEU PUT ON A COMMUNITY OUTREACH IN TAPPAHANNOCK, JUNE 12TH. THERE, AN ENTHUSIASTIC CROWD MET THE MARINES AND GOT HANDS-ON WITH THEIR GEAR AND EQUIPMENT.

(Laughter) "Carry it a few times. Just carry it around a little bit. It gets heavy quick, I'm sure."
AFTER RUT, 26TH MEU RETURNS TO CAMP LEJEUNE FOR A BRIEF REST. NEXT MONTH, THE MARINES AND SAILORS BOARD THE SHIPS OF KEARSARGE AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP FOR A COMPOSITE TRAINING UNIT EXERCISE.  
FOR 26TH MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT, I'M GUNNERY SERGEANT BRYCE PIPER.
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