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Nat sound CMP Shoot
MARINES WITH 26TH MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT WRAPPED UP INITIAL PRE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING AT FORT PICKETT, VIRGINIA, APRIL 5TH. THE CAMP LEJEUNE, NORTH CAROLINA,-BASED UNIT TRAVELED MORE THAN 230 MILES MARCH 22ND TO CONDUCT THEIR TRAINING HERE.
THEY FIRED NEARLY EVERY WEAPON IN THEIR INVENTORY,

Nat sound LAV Live Fire
AND CONDUCTED OTHER EVENTS LIKE HUMVEE EGRESS ASSISTANCE TRAINING, IN WHICH MARINES AND SAILORS BELTED INTO A HUMVEE CAB WERE ROTATED SEVERAL TIMES AND THEN HAD TO EMERGE FROM THE INVERTED OR SIDE-TURNED VEHICLE CAB.

Nat sound HEAT Trainer
THEY ALSO CONDUCTED FOOT AND VEHICLE MANEUVERS, URBAN OPERATIONS, BREACHING AND DEMOLITIONS

Nat sound Demolitions

AND MANY OTHER TYPES OF TRAINING.

CAPTAIN NICHOLAS GREGSON, ACTION OFFICER FOR THE PICKETT TRAINING, SAID THIS FIRST UNIT-WIDE EXERCISE IN THE MEU'S PRE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING PROGRAM, OR P-T-P, LAID THE GROUNDWORK FOR MORE COMPLEX TRAINING.
"THE TRAINING HERE WAS VERY SUCCESSFUL. WE GOT A LOT ACCOMPLISHED. THE MARINES WERE ABLE TO DO A LOT OF LIVE FIRE, AND WE FEEL CONFIDENT GOING INTO THE REST OF THE PTP CYCLE THAT WE'RE GOING TO HAVE A SUCCESSFUL TRAINING EVOLUTION AND WE'LL BE READY TO GO WHEN IT'S OVER."
FROM FORT PICKETT, THE MEU RETURNS TO CAMP LEJEUNE, BUT NO REST IS SCHEDULED FOR THE MARINES AND SAILORS. ELEMENTS OF THE MEU WILL BEGIN MORE ADVANCED TRAINING THERE AND AT OTHER LOCATIONS, INCLUDING ABOARD THE SHIPS OF THE KEARSARGE AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP, ON WHICH THE MEU WILL DEPLOY IN THE FALL
FOR 26TH MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT, I'M GUNNERY SERGEANT BRYCE PIPER.

