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MARINES WITH THE 26TH MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT CONTINUED THEIR FIRST UNIT-WIDE TRAINING EXERCISE AT FORT PICKET, VIRGINIA, THIS WEEK. THE CAMP LEJEUNE, NORTH CAROLINA,-BASED UNIT TRAVELED MORE THAN 230 MILES WITH ALL THEIR GEAR TO CONDUCT BLOCK ONE AND TWO TRAINING FOR THEIR SIX-MONTH PRE-DEPLOYMENT WORKUP. 

WHILE AT FORT PICKETT, THE MARINES AND SAILORS WILL FIRE NEARLY EVERY WEAPON IN THEIR INVENTORY AND COMPLETE OTHER ANNUAL TRAINING REQUIREMENTS SUCH AS FOOT AND VEHICLE MANEUVERS, URBAN OPERATIONS, HAND GRENADE PRACTICE, BREACHING AND DEMOLITIONS, AND SEVERAL OTHER EVENTS. 

CAPTAIN NICHOLAS GREGSON, ACTION OFFICER FOR THE PICKETT TRAINING, SAID THE SKILLS MASTERED HERE WILL LEAD TO MORE COMPLEX EVENTS FOR MEU MARINES.

"THE TRAINING WE'RE CONDUCTING HERE IS THE BASELINE FOR ALL COMBAT SKILLS THAT ANY MARINE POSSESSES AND IS EXPECTED TO BE ABLE TO PERFORM UNDER PRESSURE ... THIS SETS THE BASELINE FOR THE MARINES COMBAT TRAINING OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. "

THIS INCLUDES AMPHIBIOUS SQUADRON MEU INTEGRATED TRAINING FROM THE SHIPS OF THE KEARSARGE AMPHIBIOUS READY GROUP, ON WHICH THE MEU WILL DEPLOY IN THE FALL.

FOR 26TH MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT, I'M GUNNERY SERGEANT BRYCE PIPER.

